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Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957* 

The  introduction  which  follows  draws  attention  to  matters  of  particular 

interest  in  the  field  of  public  health  during  the  year  under  review. 

I.  Introduction 

(a)  Local  Health.  The  Health  of  the  district  continued  to  remain  very 
satisfactory.  The  estimated  population  for  1957  was  18,000.  The  birth 
rate  was  lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  but  death  and  infant 
mortality  rates  compared  favourably  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  for 
the  same  period.  Communicable  diseases  did  not  present  any  serious 
problem. 

(b)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination.  The  immunisation  campaign  against 
paralytic  poliomyelitis  began  in  1956  when,  owing  to  limited  supplies 
of  vaccine,  it  was  possible  to  immunise  no  more  than  10%  of  the 
children  registered  for  vaccination.  In  1957  there  was  sufficient 
vaccine  to  immunise  the  remaining  90%  of  registered  children.  Public 
confidence  in  the  vaccine  appears  to  have  been  established  early  in 
1957  since  when  there  has  been  a continuous  demand  for  the  protection 
which  this  vaccine  affords. 

(c ) Asian  Influenza.  Some  apprehension  was  caused  by  the  prospect  of 
Asian  influenza  spreading  to  England  via  the  continent  of  Europe  and 
a vaccine  was  prepared  in  advance  to  give  protection  to  those  whose 
need  was  greatest.  Fortunately  the  distribution  and  severity  of  this 
disease,  once  established  in  the  country,  was  not  considerable. 

( d)  Tuberculosis  vaccination  (B.C.G.).  The  scheme  for  the  protection 
of  school-leavers  against  tuberculosis  by  means  of  the  B.C.G.  (bacillus 
Calmette  Guerin)  vaccine  was  extended  to  cover  the  senior  county  schools 
in  Area  5*  This  vaccination  is  also  offered  to  children,  who  have  not 
acquired  protection,  in  a family  in  which  a case  of  tuberculosis  occurs. 

The  appearance  of  the  immunising  needle  is  rapidly  becoming  a normal 
feature  in  the  life  of  a child;  but  the  child  takes  the  mystery  of 
modern  science  most  philosophically.  A wide-eyed  five-year-old  girl 
chatting  to  the  doctor  who  was  about  to  give  her  a first  "polio'1 
injection  pointed  to  a small  scar  on  her  arm  and  said,  "Not  in  here, 
please  doctor,  that's  where  I have  my  B.B.C."  (Perhaps  she  might  tell 
you  that  her  "B.B.C."  protects  her  against  "T.V."I) 

(e)  Hazards  of  Radiation.  Radioactivity  is  the  new  environmental 
hazard  of  our  times  and  considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
public  health  importance  of  possible  increases  in  the  level  of  back- 
ground radiation.  In  1956  measurements  of  radio  strontium  (the 
dangerous  long  lived  radioactive  element)  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  were  taken  by  the  United  Kingdom  Atomic  Energy  Authority  and 
details  of  the  results  were  published  in  "Radio  strontium  in  Soil, 

Grass,  Milk  and  Bone  in  the  United  Kingdom  - 1956  Results".  It  is  of 
interest  to  note  that  Norwich  appears  as  one  of  the  thirteen  sampling 
stations  in  the  United  Kingdom.  In  the  same  year  the  Medical  Research 
Council,  at  the  request  of  the  Prime  Minister,  published,  "The  Hazards 
to  Man  of  Nuclear  and  Allied  Radiations".  The  main  conclusion  of  the 
report  is  that  "adequate  justification  should  be  required  for  the 
employment  of  any  source  of  ionizing  radiation  on  however  small  a scale". 
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The  present  position  is  that  the  Medical  he sc arch  Council,  before 
reporting  further,  will  wish  to  consider  the  report  of  the  United 
Nations  Scientific  Committee  on  the  ''effects  of  Atomic  Radiation*1 2 * 4 
which  will  be  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations 
not  later  than  1st.  July,  1958. 

( f ) Fluoridation  of  Mater  Supplies.  Fluoridation  of  water  supplies 
(discussed  in  your  Council  a few  years  ago)  has  been  called  the  major 
public  health  issue  of  this  decade.  It  is  a subject  which  has  aroused 
far  greater  passions  than  the  controversies  over  smoking  and  lung 
cancer  or  the  safety  of  the  poliomyelitis  vaccine:  one  line  of  attack 
is  that  !;mass  medication  is  immoral”;  fluoride  is  "a  poison”  and  its 
use  ’'unethical”.  Councillors,  we  are  told,  have  been  hooted  at  in  the 
streets  and  lost  their  seats  over  the  fluoridation  issue;  public  health 
officials  have  been  accused  of  using  fluoridation  to  seize  more  power 
and  of  not  being  at  all  interested  in  children's  teeth.  The  controversy 
rose  to  fever-pitch  in  certain  areas  when  the  Government  decided  in 
1955  to  introduce  four  demonstration  pilot  schemes  in  the  United  Kingdom  . 
i.e.  at  Andover,  Watford,  Kilmarnock  and  Anglesey.  These  projects  are 
continuing  to  operate  in  spite  of  strong  opposition  particularly  from 
Anti-Fluoridation  Committees.  This  is  the  position  in  spite  of  the 
pronouncements  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  the  British  Dental 
Association,  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  the  Medical  Research  Council 
and  the  World  Health  Organisation,  all  of  which  have  spoken  in  favour 
of  fluoridation,  declaring  it  to  be  beneficial  and  absolutely  safe. 

Of  considerable  interest  is  the  fact  that  the  Andover  Anti- 
Fluoride  Association  has  had  a writ  served  on  the  borough  council  for 
an  action  to  be  heard  in  the  High  Court  which  will  seek  to  establish 
that  the  addition  of  fluoride  to  the  town's  water  supply  was  "ultra  vires", 
contrary  to  the  law,  and  of  no  effect.  The  Association  is  asking  for 
a declaration  that  the  Council  has  no  power  to  supply  water  into  which 
fluoride  had  been  introduced,  and  for  an  injunction  restraining  the 
Council  from  introducing  or  causing  to  be  introduced  fluoride  into  the 
water  supply,  and  from  supplying  water  into  which  fluoride  has  been 
introduced.  The  action  wil  be  heard  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  with 
the  Attorney  General  becoming  the  plaintiff  on  behalf  of  the  Association. 
After  this  event  perhaps  passion  will  subside  and  reason  prevail.  Mean- 
while the  water  supply  of  the  Diss  area  flows  fully  medicated  with 
natural  fluoride  without  a murmur  of  protest. 

As  we  await  the  outcome  of  the  fluoride  battle  there  is  interest 
in  contemplating  the  fact  that  the  widespread  practice  of  purifying  water 
with  chlorine  or;  simpler  still,  the  habit  of  putting  salt  in  the  soup 
might  very  well  be  classed  as  "unethical”  or  "immoral"  by  those  .who  are 
ardent  anti-fluoridationists;  for  both  these  beneficial  additions  to  diet 
will,  if  taken  in  excess,  produce  the  direst  consequences.  The  fact  remains 
that  at  the  present  time  thirty  million  people  in  the  United  States  and 
half-a-million  people  in  Canada  are  now  consuming  water  to  which  fluoride 
has  been  added  and  fluoridation  has  been  introduced  in  Australia,  Belgium, 
Brazil,  Chile,  Colombia,  Germany,  Holland,  Japan,  New  Zealand,  Singapore, 
and  Sweden. 

A Few  Facts  about  Lung  Cancer.  ' 

1.  In  1955  the  incidence  of  lung  cancer  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  double- 
that  for  1945. 

2.  There  is  a steady  increase  of  lung  cancer  deaths  of  approximately  1000 
per  year. 

5.  Among  males  1 in  l8  deaths  are  due  to  lung  cancer. 

4.  Among  females  1 in  103  deaths  are  due  to  lung  cancer.  The  rate  is  now 
rising  steadily. 
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5.  Among  non-smokers  1 in  300  deaths  are  due  to  lung  cancer. 

6.  Among  heavy  smokers  1 in  8 deaths  are  duo  to  lung  cancer. 

7.  Cancer  of  the  lung  is  commoner  in  towns  than  in  the  country  in  both 
smokers  and  non-smokers. 

8.  The  incidence  of  lung  cancer  is  twice  as  great  in  London  as  in  the 
country.  Non-smokers  in  Liverpool  show  eight  times  the  incidence  of 
non-smokers  in  the  country. 

9.  Mortality  is  lower  among  those  who  give  up  smoking. 

10. In  Depwade  District  (pop. l8, 000)  the  yearly  average  number  of  deaths 
from  lung  cancer  over  the  past  five  years  is  4.5*  Only  one  of  these 
deaths  occurred  in  females. 

The  position  of  lung  cancer  amongst  the  chief  ’'"killers"  in 
Depwade  District  during  1957  is  as  follows :- 
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22 

12 

4 


circulation 
All  Cancers 
Fnoumonia 

Cancer  of  the  Lung 


The  Caro  of  the  Aged,  At  the  present  time  the  proportion  of  those  aged  65  and 
over  in  the  population  of  England  and  Wales  is  1 in  9 < In  the  rural  areas 
of  Norfolk  the  proportion  of  these  aged  65  and  over  is  no  more  than  1 in  8. 
At  the  start  of  the  present  century  only  1 in  21  of  the  population  was  in 
this  older  age  group.  95%  of  old  people  live  at  home.  The  first  aim  of 
Local  Authorities  is  to  keep  them  at  home  and' make  their  lives  reasonably 
happy  by  the  provision  of  welfare  services,  the  formation  and  encouragement 
of  Old  Peoples  Clubs,  and  most  important  of  all,  the  provision  of  special- 
ised housing  sited  in  the  right  place.  The  grouped  dwellings  scheme,  with 
warden's  house  incorporated,  continues  to  prove,  when  properly  planned  and 
managed,  the  ideal  answer.  When,  however,  residential  accommodation  becomes 
necessary  for  those  in  need  of  care  and  attention  this  is  provided  in  a 
County  home  and  for  a hospital  case  a bed  is  provided  by  the  Geriatric 
Service  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  A Consultant  Physician  in 
Geriatrics  (care  of  the  aged)  was  appointed  in  1955 , consequently,  during 
recent  years,  the  provision  of  bed  accommodation  for  the  elderly  sick  has 
been  thoroughly  organised  and  extended:  West  Norwich  Hospital  provides  a 
geriatric  Unit  for  active  treatment  and  Wicklcwood,  Whitlingham  and  Dereham 
provide  chronic  sick  annexes  for  those  requiring  permanent  hospital  nursing. 
A similar  unit  is  based  at  Northgate  Hospital,  Gt. Yarmouth,  end  this  is 
undergoing  re-orga’nisation  at  the  present  time. 

II.  Administration . 

Mr .F.C. Weeks,  M.R.S.I. ,A.M.I.S.E. , continued  duty  as  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  your  Council  throughout  the  year.  Mr .W.F. Weller , additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  resigned  during  the  year  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 

H. Brooks,  M.A.P.3.I.,  who  continued  in  this  post  for  the  remainder  of  the" 
year. 

Clerical  assistance  for  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  carried 
out  by  the  Senior  Clerk  and  Staff  at  the  Local  Health  Office,  Norwich. 

III . Vital  Statistics. 

(a)  Population. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of  Depwade  Rural 
District  at  18,000  compared  with  18,040  in  1956. 

(b)  Births. 


There  wore  229  live  births  recorded  during  the  year:  118  boys 
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and  111  girls.  In  1956  there  were  263  births.  The  crude  birth  rate  was, 
therefore,  12.7  per  1,000  of  the  resident  population  compared  with  14.6 
in  1956. 

(c)  Deaths . 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  206  and  the  crude  death 
rate  was,  therefore,  11.4  compared  with  12.5  in  1956.  128  deaths  were 
caused  by  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system;  there  were  22 
deaths  from  cancer  (4  from  lung  cancer  - all  males).  There  were  2 deaths 
from  motor  vehicle  accidents,  4 from  other  accidents  and  one  case  of 
suicide, 

(d)  Comparability  Factor. 

The  comparability  factor  makes  an  approximate  allowance  for  the 
way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differ 
from  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  Allov/ing  for  this  factor  the 
adjusted  birth  rate  for  Depwade  District  thus  becomes  14.6  compared  with 
16.1  for  England  and  '.Vales  and  the  death  rate  9*0  compared  with  11.5  for 
England  and  Wales . 

(e)  Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  3 infant  deaths,  compared  with  8 infant  deaths  in  1956. 
A remarkable  fact  is  that  all  three  infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  same 
family:  one  baby  in  January  and  twins  in  December  of  the  same  year. 
Prematurity  and  congenital  defects  caused  these  deaths. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
live  births)  was  therefore,  13.1.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  England 
and  Wales  for  1957  was  23.0  (a  new  low  record). 

(f ) Expectation  of  Life  (England  and  Wales). 

The  following  tables  shews  the  average  expectation  of  life  of  the 
new  born  child  for  different  periods  since  lo4l.  There  has  been  little 
change  in  the  position  in  the  past  fow  years.' 

Expectation  of  Life  at  Birth 


Year 

Male 

Female 

1841 

40 

42 

1871-80 

41 

45 

1910-12 

52 

55 

1930-32 

59 

63 

1953 

67 

72 

1954 

68 

73 

1955 

68 

73 

1956 

68  ■ 

73  ■ 

IV.  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


(a)  347  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  by  general 
practitioners  during  1957  compared  with  249  in  1956.  Measles  accounted 
for  255  of  these  notifications  and  sixty-six  were  whooping  cough. 

(b)  Diphtheria. 

The  position  with  regard  to  diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales 
is  illustrated  as  follows 
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r Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

1 Annual  Average 
1933/1942 

55,125 

' ' ' j 

2,783  ! 

1949 

1,890 

84 

1953 

266 

23 

1955 

155 

13 

1956  • 

'■ 

53 

- 

u 

Although  immunisation  work  increased  during  the  year  (additional 
poliomyelitis  and  tuberculosis  vaccination)  diphtheria  immunisation  was 
maintained  at  a satisfactory  level.  In  Area  5 (Districts  of  Diss, 
Dopwade,  Loddon  and  V/ymondham)  1,350  immunisations  were  carried  out. 

In  1956  1,610  immunisations  v/erc  completed.  The  1957  figures  included 
44?  children  under  five  years  of  age  (347  under  one  year).  Considering 
the  births  of  the  Area  (533  births)  this  immunisation  rate  is  reasonably 
good.  773  booster  dosc-s  were  given  to  school  children. 

(c)  Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  occurred  with  slight  paralysis  and  complete  recovery. 

In  1956  there  were  3? 200  notified  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in 
England  and  bales  with  137  deaths. 

Vaccination  of  those  children  registered  in  1956  was  continued 
early  in  the  year;  all  those  registered  in  Area  5 were  vaccinated  with 
the  exception  of  those  whose  parents  withdrew  consent,  some  who  had 
left  the  district  and  others  because  of  medical  reasons,  amounting  to 
93  children  in  all. 

In  Hay  registration  was  extended  to  children  born  in  1955  and  1956 
and  later  extended  in  December  to  children  aged  6 months  to  15  years, 
expectant  mothers,  medical  practitioners  and  their  households,  ambulance 
and  hospital  staff.  Limited  supplies  of  vaccine  did  not  permit 
vaccination  of  any  of  the  new  registrations  during  the  year.  These 
vaccinations  are  to  be  carried  out  in  1958  and  a full  report  on  this 
extensive  vaccination  programme  must  await  the  Annual  Report  for  1958. 
Particulars  of  vaccinations  carried  out  in  1956  and  1957  are  shown  in 
Table  l8  in  the  statistical  section  appended  to  this  report. 

(d)  Scarlet  Fever. 


Only  three  cases  were  notified  and  these  were  of  the  mild  type 
characteristic  of  present  day  infections. 

(e)  Dysentery. 

Six  cases  of  the  familiar  Sonne  type  dysentery  were  notified.  The 
usual  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  spread  of  infection. 

( f ) Food  Poisoning. 


Four  cases  were  notified.  All  were  cases  of  infection  with 
Salmonella  typhimurium.  Two  were  school  children  in  the  same  family  and 
the  other  two  were  isolated  cases.  All  necessary  precautions  were  taken 
to  prevent  spread  of  infection. 

(g)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

l6l  children  in  the  age  group' 0-4  years  in  Depwade  district  were 
given  primary  vaccinations,  most  of  these  infants  being  in  the  first  year 
of  life.  This  is  a satisfactory  standard  when  compared  with  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole  (3 8/)  and  considering  the  fact  that  there 
were  229  births  in  the  district. 

(h)  Tuberculosis. 


The  important  measures  in  the  control  of  tuberculosis  are  isolation 
and  treatment  of  the  infectious  person  and  the  examination  of  his  contacts. 
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Skin  testing  for  "positive  reactors1'  and  mass  radiography  are  the  methods 
in  general  use  for  case  finding. 

Children  of  school  leaving  age  are  particularly  vulnerable  to 
tubercular  infection  particularly  those  who  leave  rural  life  to  work  in 
factories  and  offices  in  the  cities.  For  this  reason  the  vaccination  of 
school-leavers  against  tuberculosis  (B.C.G.)  was  extended  in  1957  and 
included  Harleston  Secondary  Modern  School.  Only  those  children  who  as 
the  result  of  a skin  test  show  insufficient  immunity  to  tuberculosis  are 
vaccinated.  These  are  the  "negative  reactors".  The  "positive  reactors" 
are  those  whose  skin  test  shows  that  they  have  been  in  contact  with  the 
disease.  Such  children  and  their  family  contacts  are  invited  to  have  a 
chest  X-ray.  Results  at  Harleston  Secondary  Modern  School  were  as  follows 


Number  examined 

28 

Number  vaccinated 

17 

Positive  reactors 

10 

Number  of  positive  reactors 
and  contacts  X-rayed. 

21 

No  active  cases  were  detected  but  one  child  showed  a healed  primary 
infection  of  a lung. 

V,  Cancer. 

In  Depwadc  district  deaths  from  cancer  were  the  lowest  recorded  for  a 
number  of  years  and  amounted  to  10.6%  of  total  deaths.  The  total  number  of 
cancer  deaths  was  22,  which  included  4 deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  (all 
males) . 


Your  Council  has  approved  the  recommendation  by  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Norfolk  County  Council  regarding  the  question  of  smoking  and  lung 
cancer  which  is  as  follows: 

"(i)  that  the  Council's  medical,  nursing  and  health  visiting 
staff,  shall  include  in  normal  health  education  programmes,  reference 
to  smoking,  particularly  heavy  smoking,  in  relation  to  health  in 
general  and  cancer  in  particular,  without  undue  over-emphasis; 

(ii)  that  it  is  most  important  to  ensure,  as  far  as  possible, 
that  young  people  do  not  acquire  the  smoking  habit.  In  this  connection 
an  approach  has  been  made  to  the  Chief  Education  Officer  with  a view 
to  the  teaching  staff  issuing  the  necessary  advice  to  school  leavers." 

VI.  Housing. 

Details  of  work  under  the  Housing  Act  are  contained  in  the  Report  of 
the  Public  Health  Inspector  which  follows  this  Report. 

Satisfactory  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses  as  required  by  the  Ministry  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 
1954.  1957,  like  1956,  was  a year  in  which  no  building  schemes  were 

carried  out  owing  to  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure.  Attention  was, 
however,  given  to  planning  improvements  to  existing  Council  houses  by  the 
provision  of  sewage  disposal  schemes  to  housing  units  which  have  mains 
water  supply  but  no  drainage  system. 

VII . Water  Supplies. 


Information  regarding  water  supplies  of  the  District  are  contained 
in  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor's  Report  (appended  to  this  Report). 
Bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  of  your  Council's  water  supply  gave 
satisfactory  results  throughout  the  year. 

VIII.  Sewage  Disposal. 

District  work  under  this  heading  is  contained  in  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor's  Report.  A notable  advance  during  the  year  was  your  Council's 
decision  to  enlarge  the  overloaded  sewage  disposal  works  at  Harleston. 
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IX.  Health  Education 


The  Obvious  Overlooked 

Mothers  who  are  asked,  '''Way  are  you  having  your  child  vaccinated 
against  poliomyelitis?"  usually  say,  "To  protect  my  child  from  a horrible 
disease."  They  can't  think  of  a second  good  reason.  Today  moot  people 
realise  that  disease-causing  germs  do  not  arise  spontaneously  in  air, 
drains  or  dust;  they  usually  travel  directly  or  indirectly  from  man  to 
man.  Consequently  the  fewer  the  cases  the  less  the  spread.  The  diphtheria 
immunisation  rate  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  well  below  the  ideal  standard 
yet  the  disease  has  been  almost  eliminated  as  a result  of  mass 
immunisation.  It  is  the  action  of  thoughtful  unselfish  parents  that  has 
brought  about  a position  where  thousands  of  lives  have  been  saved  and 
the  health  of  many  thousands  preserved.  The  opponents  of  mass  immunisation 
must  themselves  have  benefitted  considerably  from  successful  communal 
efforts  to  eliminate  dise  CISC  • 

The  second  reason  a mother  can  give,  is  that  her  child  once  protected 
by . vaccination  is  most  unlikely  to  become  the  source  of  a spreading 
infection  that  can  wreck  the  lives  of  others. 

X.  In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank -the  Chairman,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council, 

and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  and 
encouragement  and  for  the  efficient  help  given  me- by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  and  Council  staff,  and  by  the  Clerical  staff  at  the  Health  Office, 

Norwich. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 


Your  obedient  servant 
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DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Table  1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Table  2. 


Area(in  acres) 

79,742 

Estimated  Resident 

Population 

18,000 

Rateable  Value 

£91,385 

Sum  represented  by 

a Fenny  Rate 

0380 

1 

LIVE  BIRTHS . 


i 

1 Males 

Females 

Total 

| Legitimate 

j 115 

110 

225 

! Illegitimate 

3 

1 

4 ! 

. . 1 

Totals 

118 

( 

111 

229 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident  Population. 

Depwade  Rural  District  12.7 

Area  5 13.3 


Table  3.  STILL  BIRTHS. 


Halos 

— 

Females 

| Total 

Legitimate 

' ' 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 



1 

Totals 

2 

2 

J ^ 

Still  Birth  Rate 


per  1,000 ; total 


births : 


Depwade  Rural  District  17.2 

Area  5 22.0 


Table  4.  DEATHS  (All  ages). 


Male 

j Female  i Total 

109 

97  206 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident  Population. 

Depwade  Rural  District  11.4 

Area  5 11.1 

Table  5.  INFANT  MORTALITY  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year). 


; Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

j 

- 

i ' . J 

Totals 

3 

- 

3 

J 1 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births: 


Depwade  Rural  District  13*1 

Area  5 15.0 


(Area  5 comprises  Depwade  & Loddon  R.Ds.  and  Diss  & wymondham  U.Ds.) 
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Table  6.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  - Depwade  R.D. 


Cause 

1 

Male  ! Female 

Total 

' 

; Prematurity 

j '' 

f 

2 i - 

2 

! Congenital 

malformations  j 

i 

i | 

1 

Totals  i 

1 

3 1 

3 

CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS 

(Registrar-General)  - 

Depwade  E.D. 

Cause 

Male 

— 

Female 

Total 

! 

1,  Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. 

_ 

3.  Syphilitic  disease. 

1 

_ 

1 

4.  Diphtheria. 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough. 

~ 

6.  Meningococcal  infections. 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis. 

8.  Measles. 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

1 

- 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

2 

1 

3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

4 



4 

12.  Malignant”  neoplasm,  breast.  i 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

1 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

8 

6 

14 

15.  Leukemia,  Aleukemia.  j 

- 

l6.  Diabetes.  | 

2 

2 

17 * Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system.  j 

16 

19 

33 

l8.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

- 17 

15 

32 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

1 

1 

20.  Other  heart  diseases.  j 

20 

23 

43 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases. 

7 

10 

■ 17 

22.  Influenza. 

- 

1 

1 

23 • Pneumonia . 

8 

4 

12 

24.  Bronchitis.  j 

2 

3 

5 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system.  i 

1 

- 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

- 

| 

"" 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

- 

- 

“ j 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

3 

- 

3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion. 

~ 

- 

1 

31.  Congenital  malformations. 

3 

- 

3 

32.  Other  defined,  and  -ill-defined  diseases. 

12 

6 

. 18 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

2 

2 

34.  -All  other  accidents. 

1 

3 

4 

35*  Suicide.  i 

1 

_ 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 

i 

. ..  ~ . . 

j 

Totals  i 

L—  - — . - — - — 

109 

97 

! 

206 

i 
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Table  8.  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DEATHS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  19$?. 

(According  to  Age  Groups) 


Depwa 

de  R.D. 

| Males 

Females 

Total 

j 

i Under  1 

year 

3 

[~1  1 

1 and  under  .5 

1 

1 

| 5 

" 10 

- 

10  " 

" 20 

1 

— 

1 

j 20  " 

" 30 

2 

- 

2 

! 30  " 

" 40 

- 

1 

1 

! 40  " 

i:  50 

| 2 

2 

! 50  " 

" 6o 

9 

7 

16 

1 60  " 

" 70 

17 

15 

32 

1 70  " 

" 8o 

32 

26 

58 

80  " 

" 90 

33 

37 

70 

! 90  " 

i!  100 

5 

9 

14 

j 100  and 

over 

J 

i 

i 

Total 

"T* 

I 105 

97 

202 

NOTE : It  is  pointed  out  that  there  is  a discrepancy  between  the  number  of 
deaths  recorded  in  this  table,  which  is  based  on  individual  death 
notifications  received,  and  those  of  Tables  4,7  and  9,  which  are 
compiled  from  information  given  by  the  Registrar-General. 

Table  9.  SUMS  ARY  OF  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


! : 1950'  I95i:  1952!  1953 

1954 

195? 

1956 

— 

! 1957 

• 1 ! 

1 Live-  Births(per  1,000  pop)  ! (267)  (287) 

! Depwade  R.D.  ! 14.8 j 15.8. 

1 Area  5 j 14.9  j 15.4 

i England  and  Wales  (Provisional):  15.8  j 15.5 

(295) 

16.3 
15.6 

15.3 

(260) 

14.4 
14.3 

15.5 

(273) 

15.0 

13.4 

15.2 

(263) 

14.4 

14.3 

15.0 

(263) 

14.6 
14.2 

15.7 

(229) 

12.7 

13.3 

16.1 

! Still  Births  (per  1,000  total 

(12) 

39.0 

28.0 
22.6 

L 

(5)  ! (10) 
18.8  j 35.3 

17.1  i 2 6.0 

22.4  ! 24.0 

___  1 

(8) 

29.5 

20.8 

23.1 

(5) 

18.6 

23.7 
23.0 

I 

(4) 
17.2 
22.0 
22.4  j 

‘ ■ 

births)  I (3) 1 (5) 

Depwade  R.D.  11.1  i 17.4 

■ Area  5.  23.0  j 26.8 

England  and  Wales  (Provisional);  (Ncjt 

) published) 

1 Crude  Deaths  (per  1,000  pop)  ; (240)  ! ( 256 ) 

] Depwade  R.D.  1 13.1  ! 14.1 

Area  5.  j 12.1  14.0 

England  and  Wales  (Provisional)!  11.6  , 12.5 

(231)  ;(200)  1(235) 
12.8  : 11.0  i 12.9 
12.6  j 10.9  i 11.6 
11.3  ! 11.4  ! 11.3 

(245) 

13.4 

11.8 

11.7 

(226) 

12.5 

11.4 

11.7 

(206) 

11.4 
11.1 

11.5 

: Infant  Mortality  (pc-r  1,000 

live  births)  i (6)  i (6)  ! (13) 

Depwade  R.D.  ! 22.4  : 20.9  i 44.0 

Area  5.  1 14.5  ! 27.5 1 28.8 

England  and  Wales  (Provisional)1  29.8  i 29.6  27.0 

(8) 

30.7 

34.8 

26.8 

. (2) 
7.3 
.7.1 
25.5 

77 

25.2 
19.0 
• 24.9 

(8) 

30.4 

20.8 

23.8 

(3) 

13.1 
15.0 

23.0 1 

NOTE : Figures  in  brackets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Depwade  R.D, 

Table  10.  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS ) 
(ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GRCUPST-  Depwade  R.D. 


| Under  i 

1 ! 

1-4 

yrs 

5-14 

yrs 

15-24 

Yrs 

Over 
25  , 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever. 

- 1 

2 

1 

33 

Measles 

! 2 

82 

167 

3 

1 

255 

Whooping  Cough 

2 ! 

23 

39 

- 

2 

66 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

2 

- 

8 

ll 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

i 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

- 

1 

1 

- 

4 

6 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

2 

- 

2 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

: 

1 

- 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

..  “ 1 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

I ! 

i 4 ! 

107 

214 

4 

18 

347 
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Table  11.  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING, TUBERCULOSIS ) - Depwade  R.D. 


- c«* 

uarte 

rs 

Total 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Measles 

131 

67 

28 

29 

255 

Whooping  Cough 

36 

7 

22 

1 

66 

Pneumonia 

8 

1 

- 

p 

11 

Infective  Jaundice 

■■ 

_ 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

4 

2 i 

— 

6 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

“ 

3 I 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

; 

- 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

i 

- 

1 

Totals 

176 

82 

56] 

33  . 

347 

Table  12.  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  DUPING 
LAST  FIVE  YEANS  - Depwade  R.D. 


T 

L 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

: 

Scarlet  Fever  ; 

21 

16 

4 

16 

3 

i Measles 

88 

535 

29 

158 

255 

Whooping  Cough  1 

73 

73 

91 

53 

64 

i Pneumonia  j 

16 

23 

13 

13 

11 

i Infective  Jaundice 

2 

12 

10 

- 

~ i 

Erysipelas 

6 

9 

2 

5 

1 

I 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

18 

7 

9 

6 

i Foo'd  Poisoning 

2 

i 

5 

4 

j Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

1 

1 

Weils  Disease  j 

1 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  j 

2 

3 

- 

1 1 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic) 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

2 

{ 

Malaria  (Contracted  abroad) 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 

} 

Acute  Encephalitis  (post 

infectious)) 

_ 

1 

. i 

TOTALS : - 

• 

229 

684 

167  • 

347 

Table  IS.  TUBERCULOSIS  ( DETAILS . OF  NET  CASES  DURING  1957)  - Depwade  R.D. 


Age  Period 

j Pulmonary 

• 

Non-Pulmonary 

M | F 

~“M  | F 

0-4 

{ ' 1 

j t 

5-14 

j " 1 

1 

15-22 

2 - 

23-34 

1 | - 

2 

35-44 

i 

45-54 

- j 2 

55-64 

65  and  over 

....  I-  J 1 ...  . 

~ j ..  . . 

! 

Totals 

! 3 l 4 

1 

1 ! 2 

Table  14.  TUBERCULOSIS  (NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  T.B. REGISTER  AS  AT  31.12.57)  - 
Depwade  R.D. 


j Males 

: Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

47 

! 35 

82 

Non-Pulmonary 

5 

10 

15  ! 

Total 

52 

! 45  _ 

97 

(11) 


Table  15.  DETAILS  OF  NET  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  LAST  FIVE  YEARS  - Depvvade  R.D 


' 1953 

1954  i 

1955 

195o  ' 1957 

Pulmonary 

L 1 

j 

Male . 

7 

4 1 

4 

3 1 3 

Female 

1 

4 | 

3 

2 4 

Non-Pulmonary 

j 

I 

Male 

1 | 

1 

1 i 1 

Female 

1 

1 ! 

- ! 2 

Total 

12 

10  ! 

8 

1 — 

6 ; 10 

Area  5 Total 

24 

23  i 

13 

17  j 18 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  notifications  of  primary  and 
booster  injections  received  during  the  last  seven  years  in  respect 
of  Area  5. 


J 

i 

1 

Primary  Injections 

Booste 

r Injections 

Total 

Under 

1 

; Total 
! Under 

.J'  -.5  ... 

Age 

5-14 

Under 

5 | 

- - - ■ i 

Age 

5-14 

1 1957 

347 

1 

447 

76 

54  j 

773 

1,350 

i 1956 

390 

523 

139 

62 

886 

1,610 

1955 

283 

463 

86 

45 

251 

845 

1954 

237 

486 

171 

26 

983 

1 ,666 

! 1953 

_ 

493 

392 

36 

1,855 

2,776 

i 1952 

371 

95 

15 

598 

1,070 

1951 

_ 

460 

70 

9 

178 

717 

Table  17.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLTCX . 


Vaccination  of  children  (under  five  years  of  ago)  during  the 
years  1955  to  1957  resident  in  the  District  and  Area  5,  are 
shown  in  the  following  table. 


T 


- 

Depwade 

R.D. 



Are 

a 5 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1953 

1954  ;•  1955 

1956 

1957 

Number  of  live 

births 

registered. 

260 

1 

* 

273 

263 

229 

574 

..  1 

560 

.... 

577 

576 

533 

1 

Number  of 
vaccinations 
recorded 
(0-4  years) 

196 

1 

J 

! 158 

185 

213 

161 

1 

391  ! 

375  ! 361 

1 

i,  1 

1 1 

500 

1 

410  i 

Percentage 

vaccinated 

75 

1 58 

70 

81 

70 

68 

67 

1 

62  : 

87 

77  , 

Table  l8.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 


District 

Eligible  for 
Vaccination  (i.e.  j 
Births  1947-1954)  1 

Accepted 

— 

% 

Accepted  ; 

_ .j 

Vaccin- 

ated. 

1956 

— 

Vaccm-  1 
ated. 
1957 

— 

Diss  U.D. 

408 

105 

25 

11 

87 

Wymondliam  U.D.  | 

691 

172 

25 

26 

134 

Depvvade  R.D. 

2,263 

713 

31 

55 

615 

Loddon  R.D. 

1,511 

585 

39, 

70 

480 

Total  Area  5 

4,873  ; 

. lu.575 

32 I 

166 

1,316 

(12) 


Table  19.  DEATHS  DUE  TC  CANCER  - Dcpwade  R.D. 


— — 

| 1949 

1950  | 1951 

1952  1 

1953  ! 1954  1955 

. r 

1956  i 1957 

Number  of  deaths 

29 

49  j 41 

32  | 

27  j 36  j 33 

37  | 22 

Percentage  of  total  deaths 

! 11.5 

I 

20.4  j 16.0 

CO 

HA 

1 — 1 

13.5  1 15.3  ! 13.4 

• i 

16.4  ; 10.6 

Table  20.  DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  - Area  5. 


1 

j 

1949.  i 1950  : 

1951 

1952  | 

1953 

1954 

1955  ! 

1956 

1957  j 

Number  of  deaths 

82  ! 84  ! 

86 

82  I 

74 

87 

73  * 

65 

55  | 

Percentage  of  total  deaths 

16.3  17.3  5 
i L 

15.3 

J 

16.3 : 



16.9 

18.5 

I 

15.2  I 

14.0 

12.41 

! 

Table  21.  CANCER  DEATHS  DURING  LAST  SEVEN  YEARS  - Pep wade  P.D. 


Male 

F 

emale 

Year 

j Total 

Total  | 

Cancer 

Total 

\ Total 

Cancer 

■ Deaths 
! 

Cancer  j 
Deaths  | 

T°f 

Lung 

Deaths 

Cancer 

Deaths 

of 

Lung 

1951 

134 

22 

5 : 

122 

19 

i 

2 | 

1952 

114 

17 

4 

117 

15 

i 

1953 

107 

17 

5 

93 

10 

1 

— 

1954 

119 

16 

4 

116 

20 

1955 

i 133 

21  ! 

3 

112 

13 

1 

1956 

115 

21 

6 

111 

16 

1 

1 

1957 

109 

L 

14  , 

4 

97 

! 8 

| 

i 

Totals 

831 

128 

3! 

763 

101 

.■  .i 

“7 

4 

L 

DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  1957. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  of  the  work  of  your 
Public  Health  Inspectors  for  the  year  1957* 

The  report  is  on  similar  lines  to  that  of  previous  years,  and  is  in 
accordance  with  requirements  contained  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No:l/58 

Staff. 

Two  changes  in  staff  took  place  during  the  year;  Mr.H.  Brooks  from 
Bromsgrove  Urban  District  Council  commenced  duties  as  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  in  July,  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Weller 
in  May,. and  Miss  P.  Riches  of  Long  Stratton  replaced  Miss  V,  Barber  as  Clerk 
Shorthand/Typist  in  June,  Both  have  given  the  Council  very  good  service  and  have 
contributed  to  the  smooth  and  efficient  working  of  the  department  during  the  year 


New  Legislations. 

The  following  Acts  were  the  two  main  additions  to  the  Public  Health 
legislation  placed  on  the  statute  bock  during  the  year 

(a)  The  Rent  Act  1957.  The  main  provision  of  this  Act  will  by  now  be 
familiar  to  members  of  the  Council,  and  whilst  at  first  reading 
this  piece  of  legislation  appear  to  fill  a long-felt  need,  several 
months  of  practice  leads  one  to  revise  early  opinions.  So  far  as 
effects  of  the  act  within  this  district  are  concerned  it  does  not 
appear  that  owners  have  to  any  large  extent  taken  advantage  of 
increasing  rents,  but  bearing  in  mind  the  large  number  of  small 
dwellings  in  the  district  with  low  rateable  values, it  does  not 
seem  that  rents  can  yet  be  increased  to  cover  maintenance  costs. 

("b)  Housing  Act  1957.  To  quote  the  preface  of  this  act  - "An  act  to 
consolidate  the  enactments  relating  to  housing  with  the  exception 
of  certain  provisions  relating  to  financial  matters."  In  view  of 
this  wording  it  does  indeed  seem  strange  that  the  repeals  do  not 
include  one  of  the  previous  acts  in  its  entirety. 


HOUSING: 

(a)  General.  At  31o3«57o  the  Pate  Books  show  there  were  6,271  separate 
units  of  living  accommodation  in  the  district  - (a  decrease  of  15  from  the  same 
date  in  1956) o With  an  estimated  population  of  18,000,  this  gives  an  average 
occupation  figure  of  2.902,  as  against  2.865  for  1956. 

No  new'  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  in  1957 ? 23  were  erected  by 

private  enterprise. 


("b)  Unfit  Houses  - Action  under  Housing  Acts.  Continuing  the  slum  clearance 
policy  adopted  by  the  Council  in  1 955?  53  houses  were  reported  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  as  unfit  and  incapable  of  being  brought  up  to  standard  at 
reasonable  cost.  Following  inspections  by  the  Sub-Committee  and  due  considera- 
tion by  the  Council,  demolition  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  21,  and  9 under- 
takings accepted  that  houses  wrould  not  be  reoccupied  until  made  fit.  In  the 
majority  of  the  remaining  23?  consideration  of  action  was  deferred  until  a later 
stage  of  the  slum  clearance  programme. 

During  the  year  15  houses  were  demolished,  and  the  position  of  dwellings 
still  standing,  subject  to  statutory  orders  etc.  was  as  follows  : 


Number  of  houses  occupied: 
Number  of  house  s vacant : 


Demolition 
Order  s. 

Clo  sing 
Order  s. 

Under- 

takings. 

Totals. 

57 

2 

16 

75 

54 

8 

83 

145 

111 

10 

99 

220 

2 


Of  the  75  houses  still  occupied  at  31.12.57  - 4 were  the  subject  of 
licences  issued  under  Section  6 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954, 
by  special  Ministry  consent. 

Three  undertakings  were  cancelled  following  the  reconditioning  of 
dwellings  concerned,  and  2 demolition  orders  revoked  for  the  same  reason. 

For  the  reason  mentioned  in  my  remarks  above  under  the  Rent  Act  1957 
the.  economical  position  as  to  repairing  existing  houses  changed  very  little 
uring.  1957*  o.nd  tnerefore  action  to  have  repairs  carried  out  was  again  confined 
,,°.17>crraa^  re 9.uests  to  cy/ner s for  essential  work  when  complaints  were  received. 
Mainly  owners  were  co-operative,  and  in  all,  10  houses  were  repaired.  In  one  case 
only  was  it  nece.ssary  to  follow  up  with  a statutory  notice  under  the  Public  Health 
“Ct,  as  a result  of  which  the  owner  considered  the  cost  uneconomical,  and  a 
demolition  order  ultimately  issued. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  1957  Rent  Act  were 
received, 

(°)  Housing  a.ct  1949  - Improvement  Grants. 


A further. 47  Improvement  Grants  to  the  value  of  £9,307  were  approved  by 
the  Council  during  the  year  (average  grant  £198  per  house).  Twenty-seven  were 
in  respect. of  dwellings  occupied  by  the  owner  (including  10  farmhouses) , 10 
were  for  tied  agricultural  cottages,  and  the  remaining  10  for  ordinarily  let 
houses.  Two  additional  units  of  accommodation  were  provided  as  a result  of 
converting  large  houses  into  2 dwellings. 

The  total  number  of  Improvement  Grants  approved  by  the  Council  up  to  the 
end  of  1957  was  233,  to  the  tcta.l  value  of  £51,257,  (9  of  which  have  been 

subsequently  withdrawn  or  cancelled). 


(d)  Overcrowding. 


No  new  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
department  during  the  year,  but  I regret  to  say  that  none  of  the  5 outstanding 
cases  were  abated,  leaving  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  same  as  at 
the  end  of  1956*  In  addition  six  cases  of  overcrowding  on  the 'bedroom  only" 
standard  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  As  I have  previously 
pointed  out  this  information  may  not  be  a true  picture  of  the  total  cases  of 
overcrowding  existing  in  the  district,  but  from  various  sources  of  information 
available  it  is  so.fe  tc  assume  that  this  is  not  a serious  problem,  when  our 
average  occupation  figure  remains  under  3 persons  per  house. 

(e)  Dirty  and  Verminous  Dwellings. 


Once  again  I am  pleased  tc  be  able  to  report  that  dwellings  in  the 

district  are  mainly  kept  in  a very  clean  condition.  During  the  year  only  13 

special  visits  were  necessary  tc  inspect  for  cleanliness^  in  one  case  a house 

was  cleansed  following  informal  action,  and  in  the  other  (an  empty  Council  House) 

fleas  were  destroyed  by  disinfestation.  No  action  was  taken  under  Sec.47  of  the 

/„\  T/r  , , . Nat, Assistance  Act  1948. 

(f)  Move-able  Dwellings. 


The  general  position  regarding  the  use  of  caravans  as  temporary  living 
accommodation  remain  much  the  same  as  the  previous  year,  as  the  figures  below 
will  indicate,  -ill  of  the  sites  have  been  kept  under  observation  and  I am  pleased 
to  report  that  they  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
a.nd  there  has  been  no  need  for  action  of  any  kind  tc  be  taken. 

Number  of  moveable  dwellings  licenced  at  31.12.56...  26 

New  licences  issued' during  1957.*.  ...  9 


Number  removed  or  cea.sed  to  be  used  during  1957  ...  8 

Number  licensed  and  in  use  at  31.12.57 ~27 
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WATER  SUPPLIES: 

(a)  Main  Supplies*  During  the  year  21  routine  samples  were  taken  Doom  Council 
main  supplies  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  were  reported 
as  satisfactory. 

Five  samples  a/e  re  also  submitted  for  similar  examination  from  new  mains 
and  extensions  to  ensure  satisfactory  supplies  before  being  made  available  to 
the  public.  Four  of  these  were  satisfactory,  and  1 unsatisfactory.  In  the  latter 
case  further  sterilizing  treatment  of  the  main  was  carried  out  until  a satisfactory 
result  was  obtained. 

(b)  Private  Supplies.  2 6 samples  were  taken  from  private  wells  and  bores  for 
bacteriological  examination,  with  results  as  follows 


■ 

Source  of 

j Number 

Number 

Number  Un- 

. Supply. 

j taken. 

Satisfactory. 

satisfactory. 

• 

Shallow  Wells. 

i 

20 

J 4 

1 16 

! 

i 

Bores. 

J 

6 

i # 

5 

i 1 

3 

i 

The  very  high  percentage  of  ' unsat isfactoiy’  samples  from  shallow  wells 
a&ain  emphasizes  the  unreliable  nature  of  this  source  of  supply;  the  16  bad 
samples  were  taken  from  13  wells  and  of  these  I am  able  to  report  that  9 were 
subsequently  abandoned  when  mains  supplies  were  connected,  one  ms  cleaned  out 
and  sterilised  and  later  produced  a satisfactory  sample  and  the  remaining  three 
failed  to  respond  to  treatment  and  cure  still  in  use  (the  water  being  used  for 
human  consumption  after  boiling). 

The  one  unsatisfactory  bore  sample  was  due  to  a dirty  storage  tank  and 
after  cleansing  a subsequent  sample  proved  the  supply  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

Note:  Further  details  of  the  Council  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  con- 
tained in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

SCaVENGIMlr 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  The  Council’s  service  of  refuse  collection 
and  disposal  was  continued  on  similar  lines  of  the  previous  year  with  a fortnightly 
collection  in  all  Parishes  except  Harleston  where  it  is  weekly.  Apart  from  new 
premises  erected  during  the  year  only  minor  cidditions  were  made  to  the  collection 
areas  and  about  95fc  of  all  premises  in  the  District  are  covered  by  the  scheme. 

Apart  from  the  small  number  of  extra  calls  being  made  the  quantity  of  refuse 
appears  to  slightly  increase  from  yean  to  year,  due  I think  to  the  younger 
generation  of  householders  being  toe  ready  to  place  in  the  dust-bin  material 
that  could  easily  be  burnt  and  vegetable  refuse  that  could  be  composted  for  use 
in  the  garden. 

Eight  men  are  normally  employed  on  this  work,  but  as  a replacement 
(E.F.Aldous)  for  A. Harper  who  left  the  Council’s  employment  in  December  1956 
was  not  appointed  until  April,  only  7 were  working  for  the  first  three  months. 

In  August  it  was  found  necessary  to  terminate  the  employment  of  C.K.Trudgill 
as  a disciplinary  measure,  and  A.K. Bryant  was  appointed  in  his  place  in  October. 
Apart  from  this  particular  incident  the  men  gave  a satisfactory  year’s  service. 

99  man/days  were  lost  during  the  year  through  sickness  etc.-  a considerable 
reduction  on  the  figure  of  224  for  1956. 

Disposal  of  the  refuse  collected  was  again  carried  out  by  semi-controlled 
tipping  at  pits  at  Weybread,  Ashwellthorpe,  For  ice  tt.  Hemp  nail  and  Roydon  - the 
last-named  being  used  jointly  with  Diss  U.D.C.  This  particular  pit  - at  Grove 
Farm,  Roydon  - became  completely  filled  in  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  we 
were  faced  with  finding  an  alternative  tipping  site  in  the  South-west  area  to 
avoid  long  hauls  to  ether  existing  tips.  A small  pit  at  Darrow  Lane,  Roydon 
was  subsequently  put  at  our  disposal  by  a co-operative  farmer  and  has  since  been 
in  use.  Every  effort  is  inade  to  ensure  that  no  nuisance  is  caused  by  these  tips 
by  getting  the  refuse  covered  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  treatment  for  flies 
and  rats,  and  although  the  labour  available  is  scarcely  sufficient  at  the  most 
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important  times  - during  the  summer  when  the  men  are  talcing  annual  holidays  - 
the  relatively  small  number  of  complaints  received  indicates  that  our  efforts 
are  largely  successful.  I "would  however  take  this  opportunity  of  suggesting 
to  the  Council  that  consideration  be  given  in  the  near  future  to  the  acquisition 
of  some  form  of  mechanical  assistance  in  covering  and  levelling  at  the  tips, 
particularly  the  main  tip  at  Weybread. 

Once  again  I must  report  that  the  recovery  and  salvaging  of  waste  paper 
from  the  refuse  collected  is  uneconomic,  because  of  the  high  cost  of  labour  as 
opposed  to  the  low  price  offered,' and  during  the  year  only  1-ton  12-cwts  was 
sold  for  <£6.10.  Od.  In  addition  £5  was  received  for  the  right  to  salvage  scrap 
metal  from  Wey bread  Tip  for  6-months  of  the  year. 

(N)  Night-soil  collection.  Weekly  collection  of  E.C.pail  contents  from  the 
built-up  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Harleston,  Wortwell , the  Pulhams  and  Alburgh 
was  continued  as  in  the  latter  part  of  the  previous  year.  In  the  first  four° 
parishes  the  work  is  mainly  carried  cut  at  night-  with  slight  variation  of  times 
during  the  worst  winter  weather  - and  that  at  ^-lburgh  in  the  wery  early  morning. 
The  night  work  is  shared  on  rota  by  all  the  scavenging  staff,  but  the  AlbUrgh 
round  is  done  regularly  by  the  two  men  on  cesspool  emptying  work.  The  special 
attachment  on  the  cesspool  emptier  has  proved  invaluable  for  night-soil  collection 
and  makes  a very  unpleasant  job  that  much  easier  for  the  men. 

I would  again  like  to  express  appreciation  to  the  farmer  at  Thorpe  Abbotts 
who  co-operates  so  readily  with  the  disposal  of  night-scil  on  specially  prepared 
straw  ’pans'  on  his  land  in  the  centre  of  the  disused  air-field.  This  is  anX ideal 
arrangement  and  not  once  since  the  scheme  was  started  about  seven  years  ago  has 
any  complaint  been  received  regarding  this  method  of  disposal.  During  the  year 
the  Council  agreed  to  pay  this  farmer  £3  per  annum  for  the  straw  he  provides. 

(c)  Ce s spoo  1 Enp tying . This  service  was  also  continued  throughout  1957  as  in 
previous  years  with  details  of  the  work  carried  out  as  shown  below.  The  total 
number  of  loads  is  down  on  the  previous  year,  mainly  due  to  having  to  use  the 
men  casually  on  other  work  (e.g.  refuse  collection  and  night-soil).  The  most 
significant  fact  arising  from  comparison  of  the  figures  with  the  previous  year 
is  an  increase  of  almost  200  loads  from  Council  housing  site  cesspools  - this 
was  mainly  due  tc  the  necessity  cf  more  frequent  emptying  on  the  sites  at  Earsham 
- the  need  for  improved  drainage  on  these  sites  is  already  v/ell-known  to  the 
Council.  The  Dennis  800  gallon  Cesspool  Emptier  purchased  in  1950  has  again 
given  very  satisfactory  service  and  not  once  was  the  work  held  up  tlirough 
mechanical  break-down  - its  total  mileage  for  the  year  was  7,484  (1956  - 10,852). 
Cesspool  contents  were  disposed  of  partly  at  small  Council  sewage  works  but 
mainly  on  suitable  arable  land,  and  at  certain  times  of  the  year  this  matter  is 
no  easy  problem,  but  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  driver  in  charge  of  the  vehicle 
with  the  co-operation  of  local  farmers  that  the  \/ork  has  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out  without  causing  a nuisance  or  risk  to  public  health. 

Depwade  R.D.C.  Housing  Sites ...  819 

Depwade  R.D.C.  Sewage  Works 33 

Private  premises  within  the  District.  ...  215 

School  Canteens...  ...  151 

Premises  outside  the  Depwade  District  ...  109. 

1,327 


Note : The  number  of  loads  removed  in  1956  was  - 1,495* 

In  June  the  Council  co-operated  with  the  Forehoe  & Henstead  R^D.'Cl  in 
loaning  the  stand-by  Cesspool  emptier  and  two  men  to  assist  in  overcoming  the 
immense  drainage  disposal  problem  at  the  Royal  Show,  and  the  letter  of  thanks 
subsequently  received  indicated  that  our  men  and  vehicle  gave  very  satisfactory 
service.  . . 

% 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES  AND  PREMISES. 

(a)  Heat  Inspection  and  Slaughterhouses.  The  original  licences  of  the  14 
slaughterhouses  expired  in  July  of  1957  and  of  these  13  \/ere  renewed  on  an 
annual  basis,  the  remaining  one  being  considered  unsuitable  for  further  use 
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as  such.  Of  the  13  ten  were  in  regular  use  - 8 in  connection  with  the  retail 
shops  operated  by  the  licensees  and  2 on  a wholesale  basis.  '1,057  visits  were 
made  by  your  inspectors  to  slaughterhouses  for  the  purpose  of  meat  inspection, 
and  details  of  the  number  of  animals  killed,  inspected  and  those  found  to  be 
affected  by  disease  is  shown  in  the  following  table  (which  is  produced  in, the 
form  required  by  the  Ministry) 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calve  s'. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs. 

Horebs. 

Number  Killed. 

1,165 

108 

431 

1,352 

4,329 

— 

Number  Inspected. 

78.9£% 

100^ 

92.6$ 

218  - 
50. 34 

980. 

72.5% 

m 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tube) 

oculosis  & Cy  = 

sticerci 

• 

2 

1 

10 

— 

Whole  Carcases. 

— 

6 

Carcases  of  which  seme 
part  or  organ  was  ccndem 

60 

led. 

35 

2 

9 

229 

— 

Percentage  of  number' 
inspected  affected. 

6.55 

41.00 

18.35 

1.02 

6.45 

— 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  Carcases. 

1 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

34 

6 

1 

— 

78 

— 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected' affected. 

3.82 

9.00 

0.45 

— 

2.16 

— 

Ivsticerco  sis. 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  • 
condemned.  ~ 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigerate 

n.  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned. 

- ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  total  of  animals  killed  shows  a decrease  of  1,493  compared  with  the 
total  for  1956  (accounted  for  entirely  in  the  reduction  in  calves)  but  the  number 
inspected  increased  from  4,298  to  5,918,  which  gave  an  overall  percentage  of 
animals  inspected  of  8C$  - a creditable  improvement  on  the  percentage  for  1956 
(under  50$) • Were  it  net  for  the  fact  that  the  two  wholesale  slaughterhouses  are 
situated  so  far  apart  on  opposite  boundaries  of  the  district  and  current  legis- 
lation still  permite  meat  to  be  removed  from  a slaughterhouse  a rer-latively  short 
time  after  slaughter  without  being  inspected,  a percentage  much  nearer  100$ 
could  be  achieved.  Even  sc  meat  inspection  takes  up  a considerable  proportion  of 
your,  .inspectors'  time,  with  not  less  than  an  average  of  3 hours  overtime  per 
week,  Sunday  work  from  time  to  time,  and  of  course  a lot  of  extra  travelling. 

The  Council  may  again  be  assured  that  all  meat  killed  in  the  District  for 
consumption  in  the  District  is  inspected  and  practically  all  that  not  inspected 
is  intended  for  London  trade  and  inspected  at  Smithfield  Central  Meat  Market. 

The  figuresof  animals  affected  by  disease  - both  tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  - are  a trifle  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  remain  strikingly 
low  compared  with  the  incidence  of  disease  in  food  animals  of  say  20-years  ago. 
Pour  bovine  animals  were  found  affected  with  Cyst.  Eovis  in  one  part  or  organ 
only  - compared  with  only  1 in  1956,  but  this  figure  is  still  very  low  compared 
with  reports  received  of  the  incidence  of  this  infection  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  Only  the  affected  parts  are  condemned,  the  remainder  being  passed  for 
consumption  after  being  rendered  safe  by  refrigeration  for  the  statutory  period. 

All  condemned  meat  and  offal  is  Gained  with  the  recommended  green  dye 
and  either  disposed  of  by  burying  or  burning  at  the  slaughterhouse  or  removed 
for  processing  by  a reputable  firm  of  fat  merchants. 
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Early  in  the  year  another  two  of  the  licensed  slaughterhouses  were 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  as  Deadweight 
Certification  Centres  for  pigs  eligible  for  subsidy  - with  those  which  commenced 
operation  in  1956  making  a total  of  4;  one  of  these  was  discontinued  later  in 
the  year.  At  these  Centres  your  Inspectors,  in  addition  to  inspecting  the  pork 
carcases,  must  satisfy  themselves  that  the  animals  are  eligible  for  subsidy,  check 
the  dead  weights  and  issue  the  necessary  certificates;  during  the  year  215  such 
certificates  were  issued  for  a total  of  1,502  pigs  - involving  several  thousands 
of  pounds  in  subsidy  payments.  In  return  for  this  service  the  Council  receives 
fees  ftccn  the  Ministry  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  6d  per  pig. 

(b)  Inspection  and  Condemnation  of  Other  Foods.  Requests  from  food  traders  to 
inspect  food-stuffs  suspected  of  being  unfit  become  less  and  less  each  year,  and 
during  the  year  under  review  only  a very  small  amount  had  to  be  dealt  with  - as 
follows  : - 


3 tins  of  Corned  Beef  (16  lbs)  ) Blown  and/or 

1 tin  of  English  Gammon  (12  lbs.  2 ozs.  ) ) damaged 

1 tin  of  Chopped  Pork  (4  lbs)  ) tins. 

10  lbs.  Imported  Ox  Livers  --  — --  — --  decomposed. 

10  lbs.  English  Leg  of  Pork — — — — — abscesses. 

1 smoked  ham  (l6  lbs)  — — — — --  --  decomposed. 


This  condemned  food  is  disposed  of  by  burning  or  burying  at  the  Council.' s refuse 
tips. 


(c)  Food  Premises.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  premises  selling 
or  handling  food  in  the  District  - other  than  slaughterhouses  and  dairies  - was 
as  follows  : - 


General  food  shops...  . 98 

Fish  shops  - including  fried  fish  and  chip  shops.  3 
Fish  stall s...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . • 3 

But  clier  s shop  s ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • * 17 

Re sturant s , cafe s etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  8 

School  Canteens.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  12 

Baker ie  s...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  9 

Public  douse  s. ..  ...  ....  ...  ...  .. .-  ..  "79 

Others  - Mills,  Factories  etc....  7 
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I would  again  refer  to  the  number  of  travelling  food  shops  operating  in  the 
district,  mainly  from  other  districts.  Whilst  it  must  be  accepted  that  these 
vehicles  serve  a very  useful  purpose  in  a scattered  rural  area,  they  are  difficult 
to  control  and.  supervise,  and  as  provision  is  made  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  «ct  1955 
for  the  licensing  of  such  'shops’  this  point  might  profitably  bo  taken  up  with  the 
Rural  District  Council's  Association. 

The  above  figures  include  18  premises  registered  under  Sec.  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  ^ct  1955  ( 15  premises  used  for  preparation  of  sausages,  cooked • 
meats,  etc.  and  3 fried  fish  shops),  all  of  which  have  been  found  to  be  maintained 
and  carried  on  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

A total  of  158  inspections  at  food  premises  were  carried  out  during 
the  year,  mainly  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  - no 
offences  of  a serious  nature  were  encountered  and  generally  speaking  food  traders 
have  been  co-operative  in  comp-lying  with  informal  requests  for  improvements  in 
conditions;  the  smaller  shops  present  rather  a problem  insofar  as  the  amount  of 
trade  done  does  not  justify  any  Large  expense  or  improvements  to  the  premises,  but 
as  the  shops  are  providing  a real  service  to  the  small  number  of  nearby  houses, 
one  feels  justified  in  giving  such  traders  sufficient  time  to  enable  the  premises 
to  be  gradually  brought  up  to  standard  as  the  money  becomes  available. 

Late  in  the  year  all  food  shops  were  provided  with  special  notices 
requesting  that  customers  should  not  bring  dogs  into  the  shops;  all  but  very  few 
traders  willingly  exhibited  these  notices  and  the  public  have  generally  been  found 
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to  be  co-operative  in  this  respect.  I •would  again  emphasize  the  big  part  that 
members  of  the  public  can  play  in  ensuring  good  hygiene  in  food  premises  - they 
are  constantly  in  food  shops  - Public  Health  Inspectors  cannot  possibly  be  ; a 
telephone  message  (or  post  card)  to  us  of  any  unhygienic  practice  or  similar 
would  be  promptly  dealt  with,  but  strangely  enough  hardly  any  complaints  are 
received.  On  only  two  occasions  was  it  necessary  to  warn  food  handlers 
(informally)  about  smoking  in  food  shops. 

(d)  Dairies  & Milk  Distribution.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  24  registered 
retailers  of  milk  operating  in  the  district  (apart  from  a small  number  of  producer- 
retailers,  who  are  registered  and  controlled  by  the  Ministry),  This  is  the  same 
number  as  the  previous  year;  10  of  these  operate  from  premises  outside  the  District. 
All  milk  sold  by  retail  is  bottled , and  is  either  ’Pasteurised'  or  'Tuberculin 
Tested'  , as  required  by  the  Order  which  came  into  operation  in  1955*  -us  the  majority 
of  milk  sold  in  the  District  is  received  already  bottled  from  large  plants  else- 
where, there  are  only  2 registered  dairies  in  the  area  - one  more  than  in  1956. 

These  dairies  have  been  inspected  and  the  operations  of  all  retailers  kept  under 
observation  as  a matter  of  routine  and  no  contraventions  of  the  Regulations 
observed. 

Fifty-six  licences  were  issued  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  'special 
designations'  as  follows  :- 


'Tuberculin  Tested'  Dealers  licences .18 

'Tuberculin  Tested'  Supplementary  licences...  9 

'Pasteurised'  Dealers  licences  20 

'Pasturised'  Supplementary  licences 9 

Total.,..  56 


(e)  Ice-Cream.  One  manufacturer  and  53  retailers  had  premises  registered  during 
the  year  - one  more  retailer  than  in  1956.  Ice-cream  is  also  sold  by  itinerant 
traders,  which  all  come  in  from  other  districts  - it  is  inpossible  to  give  definite 
facts  regarding  these  retailers  as  present  legislation  does  not  require  them  to 
be  registered  with  the  local  authorities  in  whose  districts  they  operate  - another 
point  which  might  be  referred  to  the  R.D. C.  Association.  The  premises  of  the  one 
manufacturer  have  been  inspected  regularly  and  always  found  to  be  kept  in  a very 
satisfactory  condition;  all'  shops  selling  ice-cream  have  also  been  inspected  and 
no  cause  for  complaint  has  been  found. 

Two  samples  from  the  manufacturer  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion were  reported  as  G-rade  I (excellent)  and  30  samples  from  the  shops  gave  the 

following  re  suits: - 

G-rade  I (excellent)  .....  20  G-ra.de  III  (Unsatisfactory)...  2 

G-rade  II  (good)  .........  7 Grade  IV  (bad)  .............  1 

The  three  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed  up  with  advice  and  further  sampling, 
and  good  samples  subsequently  reported. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1937. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  Council's  register  at  December  31st 
1957  was  as  follows  :- 


Factories  using  mechanical  power  71 

Factories  without  mechanical  power. ....  7 

Total  78 


This  is  a reduction  of  4 from  the  previous  year.  All  the  larger  factories 
and  the  majority  of  the  smaller  ones  were  inspected  at  least  once  during  the 
year,  and  in  no  case  was  other  than  informal  action  necessary  to  rectify  minor 
faults  in  the  sanitary  accommodation  provided  for  employees. 

Observation  was  also  kept  at  sites  of  major  building  works  to  ensure 
the  provision  of  temporary  sanitary  accommodation  for  workmen,  and  generally 
found  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 


Two  ’Certificates  of  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire'  under  Section  34 
of  the  Act  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Two  ’outworkers'  were  notified;  inspections  carried  out  at  the  premises 
concerned  and  satisfactory  conditions  found  to  exist. 

Routine  observations  were  kept  on  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences 
for  agricultural  workers  under  the  new  Act  of  19.56,  and  in  only  one  case  was  it 
necessary  to  make  an  informal  request  for  such  to  be  provided,  which  was  subsequently 
complied  with. 

RODENT  CONTROL.  - 

The  Council's  operator,  Mr. F. E. ‘./right , gave  a satisfactory  year's  service  on  I 
this  work,  and  further  letters  of  appreciation  again  testified  to  his  efficiency 
in  clearing  premises  of  rats  and  mice. 

The  same  arrangement  of  giving  free  service  to  all  domestic  premises,  and 
charges  made  based  on  actual  working  costs  in  respect  of  all  other  types  of  premise s| 
continued  to  work  quite  satisfactorily.  Once  again  I am  pleased  to  report  that  in 
no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  to  ensure  compliance  with 
the  provisions©!’  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949. 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  operator  during  the  year  is  as 
follows  :- 


. Lc 

peal  Authority 
Property. 

Dwelling  Hs. 
(inc.  C.Hs) . 

Agricult. 

■Property. 

Other 

Premises 

Total. 

Number  of  inspections 
.as  a result  of  notifi- 
cation or  survey.  • • 

104 

1,925 

169 

165 

2,363 

No.  of  infestations: 

(a)  Major. 

(b)  Minor. 

7 

21 

13 
. 231 

1 

i 

O*  WM 

10 

14 

33 

269 

No.  of  treatments 
carried  out. 

28 

244- 

6 

24 

302 

No,  of  dead  rats 
and  mice  picked  up. 

158 

257 

132 

204 

751. 

All  the  sewerage  systems  in  the  District  were  test  baited  once  during 
the  year  and  the  only  system  showing  any  evidence  of  rat  infestation  was  at 
Harleston  - mainly  confined  to  the  'old  sewer'.  Prolonged  treatment  with  warfarin 
proved  very  effective,  as  subsequent  post  baiting  indicated  - in  fact  a number.; 
of  dead  rats  were  found  in  the  screening  chamber  at  the  sewage,  works  for  the  first 
time  since  the  sewers  have  been  treated. 

Your  inspectors  and  the  operator  also  made  routine  checks  to  ensure  the 
efficient  feheing  of  stacks  during  threshing  operations,  and  only  minor  offences 
found  which  were  corrected  follow'ing  informal  action.  At  the  request  of  the 
Ministry  special  observations  were  made  by  the  operator  on  4 stacks  during 
threshing  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  rodent  infestation;  it  was  abundantly  clear 
from  these  observations  that  rat  and  mice  infestations  of  corn  stacks  can  be 
eliminated  or  considerably  reduced  if  suitable  treatment  by  warfarin  is  made 
at  the  correct  time. 

OTHER  MATTERS. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  carried  out  under  the  above-mentioned  main 
headings,  normal  routine  inspections  and  enquiries  have  been  made  in  connection 
v/ith  infectious  diseases  etc.  , and  a total  of  35  visits  were  made. 

92  inspections  and  re -inspect ions  were  also  made  in  connections  with 
nuisance  complaints,  and  although  a number  of  informal  requests  for  abatement 
were  made  (verbal  and  written)  in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to 
statutory  action.  t 

The  number  of  plans  dealt  with  in  connection  with  Building  Byelaw  and 
Town  Planning  control  was  349  - an  increase  of  59  over  the  previous  year. 
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In  conclusion  I should  like  to  express  to  Council  members,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk  and  all  members  of  the  staff,  particularly 
my  own  staff,  my  appreciation  of  their  support,  assistance  and  co-operation 
throughout  the  year,  without  which  a Public  Health  Inspector's  job  would 
indeed  be  difficult. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


P.  C.  WEEKS. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 


DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


(1) 

The  .Annual  Report  of  the  Engineer  & Surveyor  for  1957. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies'  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1957. 


FART  I - STAFF. 

(i)  Technical  Staff. 

In  January  my  Engineering  Assistant  Mr.  J.  England,  tendered  his  resignation 
to  take  an  appointment  with  the  Eton  Rural  District  Council,  The  post  was  re- 
designated to  that  of  Assistant  Engineer  & Surveyor  and  in  June  Mr.  D.W.  Mayhew 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

In  order  that  the  capital  works  programme  could  be  proceeded  with  the 
vacant  post  of  Engineering  Assistant  was  filled  in  July  by  Mr,  W,  R.  Saunders. 

( ii)  Outdoor  Staff. 


No  changes  were  made  to  the  outdoor  staff  during  the  year. 

The  Council  will  be  aware,  however,  that  certain  reorganisation  proposals 
have  now  been  agreed  and  when  they  are  brought  into  effect  later  in  the  year 
it  is  hoped  that  greater  efficiency  and  also  economy  will  result. 

PART  II  - WATER  SUPPLY. 


Appendix  I. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  an  increase  in  consumption  of  approximately 
7 % as  compared  with  1956. 

No  difficulty  in  maintaining  supplies  was  experienced  but  the  low  capacity 
of  the  treatment  plant  compelled  us  to  pump  considerable  quantities  of  untreated 
water  which  resulted  in  discolouration  of  the  water  at  times  of  peak  demand.  The 
bringing  into  operation  of  the  new  plant  at  Rushall  Waterworks  later  this  year  will, 
of  course,  eliminate  this  trouble. 


Appendix  II. 

The  general  characteristics  of  the  untreated  water  from  Rushall  Waterworks 
remained  unchanged,  the  Hardness  being  approximately  30°  Clark  cuid  iron  content 
quite  appreciable.  It  is  this  iron' content  which  causes  the  discolouration  of 
the  water  when  it  is  distributed  without  being  fully  treated. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  relatively  high  fluoride  content  of  the 
water  from  the  Diss  Waterworks  which  serves  approximately  a quarter  of  our 
District.  It  is  unusual  for  a Norfolk  water  to  have  such  a high  content  as 

this. 


Chlorination  has  been  continued  with  a view  to  maintaining  a residual 
chlorine  availability  in  the  mains  of  one  part  in  ten  millions. 

AepondioesIII  & IV. 

With  the  restrictions  in  capital  expenditure  being  in  force  only  a small 
programme  of  mains  extensions  was  undertaken  in  1957.  A further  100  properties 
were  served  during  the  year  and  167  miles  of  mains  were  in  service  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 


Appendices  V & VI. 


(2) 


A further  30  C ,uncil  dwellings  were  afforded  a mains  water  supply  during 
the  year  and  of  a total  of  1509  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  only"  26  remained 
with  ut  a supply,  nt  the  time  of  writing  this  report  this  latter  figure  has 
been  reduced  to  16  dwellings. 

Appendix  VII, 


It  will  be  seen  that  80  % of  the  populatijn  in  the  statut  ry  area  had  a 
mains  watffer  supply  by  the  end  of  the  year.  I am  sure  that  this  figure  must  compare 
very  favourably  with  that  of  other  Rural  Districts  in  the  Country. 

Appendix  VIII, 

Some  details  of  the  routine  work  of  the  water  supply  section  of  my  Department 
are  given  in  appendix  VIII. 

The  number  of  connccti  ns  to  existing  mains  was  10  less  than  in  1 956  but 
the  number  of  fractures  of  water  mains  increased  from  7 to  1 A and  of  services 
from  12  to  13. 

The  number  of  water  meters  repaired  at  Rushall  increased  from  17  to  42. 

I am  now  finding  that  with  the  increasing  age  of  the  motors  they  are  requiring 
a lot  mote  attention  and  it  is  becoming  necessary  to  devote  more  time  to  this 
wotk.  It  is  my  hope  that  when  the  reorganisation  of  the  staff  takes  place  later 
this  year  it  will  be  possible  to  read  half  of  the  meters  every  quarter  instead 
of  reading  all  of  them  every  half  year  as  at  present.  This  will  allow  more 
even  distribution  of  the  reading  and  repair  of  neters  over  the  year. 

Appendix  IX 


I am  particularly  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  a fall  in  the  cost  of 
production  of  0.  396d.  per  1,000  gallons. 

One  of  our  main  operational  problems  at  Rushall  T aterworks,  the  drying 
and  removal  of  lime  sludge,  was  solved  during  the  ye  cor.  The  drying  beds  which 
were  constructed  worked  exceptionally  well  and  for  the  first  time  we  found  it 
possible  to  dry  the  sludge.  This  fact,  combined  with  the  introduction  of 
mechanical  removal  of  the  sludge  from  the  beds,  resulted  in  a considerable 
saving  as  will  be  sc-en  from  the  comparison  of  the  "Treatment  ' costs  given 
above. 


PART  III  - SEi.RCS  DISPOSAL. 


Design  and  Construction  of  Schemes . 

{lj  Scole. 

(a)  Pumping  Station. 

The  construction  of  the  Pumping  Station  at  the  Disposal  dorks  was 
completed  in  1957. 

(b)  Completion  of  Sewerage  Scheme. 

The  second  stage  of  the  sewerage  scheme  for  this  parish  which  comprised 
the  laying  of  sewers  to  serve  the  private  dwellings  was  commenced* 

A scheme  for  the  provision  of  free  connections  to  the  sewer  and  the 
re-connections  of  properties  from  the  old  to  the  new  sewer  was  designed  in 
readiness  for  work  to  commence  on  completion  of  the  laying  of  the  sewers. 

( ii)  Harleston. 

A scheme  for  the  enlargement  of  the  heavily  overloaded  Disposal  ' orks 
was  designed  and  submitted  to  the  I.iinistry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
for  approval. 

A the  time  of  writ  in  this  rep  .rt  the  position  is  that  the  scheme  has  been 
approved  and  tenders  have  been  invited. 


Future  Schemes. 


(3) 

The  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure  which  were  in  force  during  the  year 
precluded  any  thought  of  future  sewerage  schemes, 

A proposed  scheme  for  Earsham  is  now  being  considered  because  of  the 
disposal  problems  on  the  housing  sites.  There,  are, however,  several  other 
parishes  w&thin  which  the  more  densley  populated  areas  are  in  need  of  proper 
drainage  facilities  and  I feel  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  Council  to 
consider  its  future  policy. 

'The  first  stage  would  seem  to  be  a survey  of  the  district  to  determine 
the  exact  conditions  obtaining  and  the  order  of  priorities  and  I hope  to  be 
in  a position  to  carry  out  this  survey  later  this  year*. 

Appendix  } 


Appendix  X gives  details  of  the  samples  of  the  effluents  from  the 
works  which  were  taken  and  analysed  by  my  Staff. 

PiUT  IV  - HOUSING-. 


Housing  Programme. 


Because  of  the  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure  there  were  no 
dwellings  erected  by  the  Council  in  1957. 

Housing  Site  Sewerage  Schemes. 

(a)  Design  of  Schemes* 

In  July  a survey  was  made  of  the  Housing  Sites  which  had  a piped  water 
supply  but  no  adequate  sewage  disposal  facilities. 

The  survey  showed  that  there  are  37  schemes  to  be  constructed  -and  I 
received  instructions  to  prepare  detailed  plans  of  the  four  most  urgent 
schemes.  This  design  work  will  be  completed  within  the  next  few  weeks  and 
I trust  that  the  Council  will  then  feel  able  do  instruct  me  to  proceed  with 
the  design  of  further  schemes  since  I regard  it  as  most  important  that  this 
programme  is  continued. 

(b)  I mp ro vcmen t s . 

Temporary  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  inadequate  drainage 
installations  at  Aslacton  and  Hardwick  to  remove  nuisances  which  existed. 

( c)  Analyse  s. 

Appendix  XI  gives  details  of  the  samples  of  effluents  taken  from 
the  Housing  Site  Disposal  '.forks. 

Housing  Repairs. 

As  from  the  1st  October  I was  made  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  C0uncil(  s dwellings  and  sites. 

The  Council  will  appreciate  that  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  make 
a report  of  any  value  on  only  a few  months  operation  of  this  section  of 
my  Department. 


PART  V 


OTHER  DUTIES, 


Council  Offices. 

During  the  year  the  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  provision  of 
new  Offices  and  I was  instructed  to  prepare  alternative  plans  of  a suitable 
building  together  with  estimates  of  cost. 


In  addition  a number  of  buildings  were  inspected  and  draft  plans 
prepared  for  their  conversion  to  Offices. 

As  a temporary  measure  to  relieve  the  existing  overcrowding  part  of 
the  Depot  buildings  at  Long  Stratton  were  converted  to  Offices  for  my  Department 
and  we  moved  to  these  offices  in  December. 


In  concludion  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Clerk  and  all 
members  of  the  Council  Staff  for  their  ready  assistance  and  co-operation 
during  the  past  year  and  also  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  support 
and  assistance  they  have  given. 

I am,  Ladies'  and  Gentlemen, 


Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


Monthly  Quantity  of  "Water  Consumed  in  1957. 
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Quantity  of  later  Consumed  in  1957. 
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Total  1957  - 112,902,400  Gallons. 

Total  1956  - 104,912,400  Gallons. 

Increase  in  1957  - 7,990,000  Gallons. 

Average  Daily  Consumption  per  person  - 21  Gallons, 
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Appendix  II 

Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analysis  Results, 

Combined  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  from  Source. 


Chemical  (parts  per 

million) 

j 

i 

f 

Site, 

Bact. 

! 

, 

! Nitrite 

\ - . . 

s Nitrate 

l 

; Hardness 

i 

|Ph 

Iron  *Fluo 
ride. 

i 

Rush all 

Dec.  1957 

Satisfactory 

j 55 

Nil 

. . 

Nil 

j 

110 

* . . 

7.1 

3.0  io.15. 

\ » 

Diss  . 

! 

i 

i ' 

i 

> 

a 

1 

Dec.  1957 

Satisfactory 

; 67 

Nil 

Nil 

! 520 

* 

■«■■■  — ■ - - ■ . 1 

6.8 

0.15.H.  35. 

Bacteriological  Samples. 
(Taken  by  Public  Health  Dept,) 


1 

) Satisfactory 

L 

Unsatisfactory. 

Mains  in  Service 

j 21 

1 

Nil 

New  Mains  prior  to  being 

I 

put  into  Service. 

! 

1* 

Further  chlorination  and  flushing  of  the  mains  was  carried  out  and  a 
satisfactory  sample  then  taken. 


Appendix  III 

Water  Mains,  Fittings  and  Water  Towers  at  y\  st.  Dec.  1957. 


Appendix  IV 


Parish  j - Size  of  Length  of 

|i  | Main  ' Main 

— — — ■■  1 • — — — ■■  ■ - . . ■ 

Dwellings  j Metered 
Supplied  | Supplies. 

i,  Tibenham  & Gissing.  ^ 4.32  Miles 

3"  0. 63  Miles 

T 

91  j 25 

* 

Hempnall  (Field  Lane)  ! j o!o5  MU^ 

S"  0.08  kilo s 



9 

- 

, : 1 , 1 

Total  . " : 5.21  Miles  100 

25 

Appendix  V 


Council  Dwellings  Supplied  in  1957. 


Parish  , Dwellings  Supplied 

— — 

•Tibenham  30 


Appendix  VI 


Piped  Water  Supply  to  Council  Dwellings. 


Number  of 
Dwellings. 

Dwellings  without  piped  supply 
Dwellings  with  piped  supply 

26 

1483 

Total 

1509 

— 

Appendix  VII 
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Population  Supplied  with  Mains  Y/ater „ 


!■ 

Parish. 

Number  of  Dwellings  s 
Direct  to  ,By  Stand 
Dwellings  j pipe 

5 

^rved. 

Total. 

1 

Metered 

Supply 

i 

Estimated 
| population 
i served 

Populati 
of  Paris 

Alhurgh 

104 

12 

116  > 

37 

334 

364 

&shwe  11  tho  rge, 1 

102 

23. 

125 

19 

353 

529 

As lac ton 

55 

6 n 

61 

10 

193 

259 

Bressingham. 

155 

29 

I84 

47 

556 

- 745 

Brockdish. 

108 

30 

138  | 

21 

404 

•524 

■unwell. 

I69 

20 

189 

- - - - . 

33 

520 

i 

703 

Binrs  ton. 

69 

20 

89 

21 

j 295 

502 

Carillon  Rode. 

120 

20 

140 

37 

: 416 

571 

Denton, 

80 

28 

108 

40 

316 

337 

Dickloburgh, 

ill 

... 

21 

. 

182 

20 

524 

844 

Ear  sham. 

142 

10 

152 

24 

438 

606 

Fomcett. 

138 

26 

164 

. _ . 40  . 

492 

660 

Gissing, 

54 

6 

60 

12 

163 

260 

Hempnall. 

207 

30 

237 

35 

645 

676 

Long  Stratton. 

270 

38 

308 

28 

795 

855 

Morniggthorpe . 

58 

12 

70 

19 

238 

296 

Moulton  St.  Michael. 

73 

10 

83 

12 

233 

309 

Needham, 

67 

8 . 

75 

10 

205 

290 

Pulham  Market. 

194 

i 

L 

26 

220 

29 

691 

j 875 

Pulham  St,  Mary. 

188 

18 

: 206 

43 

587 

S ...  682 

Redenhall..  with 
Harleston. 

590 

. 80 

670 

38 

1 • 1655  -.  - 

! 1709 

Roydon. 

133 

• 

22 

! 155 

15 

414 

585 

Scole. 

278 

r 

16 

294 

31 

944  . 

1088 

Shelf anger. 

i _ si 

6 

67 

12 

! ‘ ::  t ■ 1 

196 

263 

Shelton. 

I 68 

c 

5 

73 

26 

248 

289 

Stars  ton. 

83 

6 

89 

I “ ’ 

24 

274 

w 

Ta,colneston. 

75 

| - 

12 

87 

14 

! 

256 

506 

Tasburgh. 

i 99 

8 

i 107 

15 

299 

305 

Thar s ton. 

80 

20 

100 

20 

341 

41 6 

Tibenham, 

: 

115  ; 

2 

1 17 

21 

351 

454 

Tivetshall  St  Margaret. 

49 

1 

9 

! 58 

7 

179 

— 

311 

Tivet shall  St  Mary. 

49 

I 

j 

11 

60 

8 

181 

238 

Wa.cton, 

40 

12 

i 52 

18 

131 

189 

Wljnfar  thing. 

103 

i _ 

10 

113 

! 38 

347 

387 

Wort we 11. 

95 

16 

111 

1 11 

305 

341 

Diss  Heywood 

27 

■ 

6 

33 

| 1 '6 

95 

113 

Totals 

! 4.459 

634 

• 5,093 

851 

14,634 

; 18,274 

As  at  31st  Dec.  , 1956 

4,282 

633 

1,915 . 

755 

14,064 

1 18,274 

Increase  in  1957. 

177 

1 

178 

96 

570 

i 

Ippulation  of  Statutory 


iroa  18,274 
Percentage 


Estimated  Populati  >n  with  piped  supply  14,634. 
of  Total  Population  with  piped  supply  8Cj& 


Routine  Fork  of  Department. 


( i)  Mains  Tappings. 

60  Mains  tappings  were  made  to  provide  new  connections  to  existing  mains, 

(ii)  Mains  Fractures. 

14  water  main  fractures  and  1 3 service  pipe  fractures  were  repaired  in 


liiil  Routine  Inspections. 


2co  Inspections  01  private  installations  were  made  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  Councils  Regulations. 

( iv)  Repair  of  ,ater  Meters. 

42  water  meters  were  repaired  at  Rushall. 

II  ppendix  IX 

Financial  Statistics. 

(i)  Cost  of  Production  of  hater. 


1957 

1956 

j 

Pumping 

; 3.041  d. 

3.022  d. 

, 

per  :1  ,000 

Gall 

|Treatment 

2.190  d. 

2.  694  d. 

» » 

1! 

Chlorination 

0.071  d. 

0.082  d. 

f-  * 

ft  1 tl 

It 

-labour 

P 4.890  d. 

4.854  d. 

11  n 

II 

Sundries  (Repairs,  heating  rtc.  .) 

0,  215.  d. 

0.151  d. 

It  t II 

11 

! Total 

10.407  a. 

10.803  a. 

■ M , , 

11  i 11 

It 

(ii)  Total  Capital  Expenditure 
( iii)  Estimated  Revenue  Expenditure 

( iv)  Estimated  Revenue. 


( 31st  March  1958)  - £536,400 

(inclusive  of  running  costs, 

loan  charges  etc  ,)  £37,000 

£17,700 


\ 


Appendix  X 


(11) 


Effluent  Samples  from  Public  Health  Sewage  Bisposal  'forks. 


Name  of  orks. 

Date.  j Result  of  analysis 

. 

Dickleburgh. 

2."  3.  57.  Very  Good, 

31.  8,  57.  Satisfactory. 

Harleston. 

26,  2.  57.  i Good, 

2.  3.  57.  1 Good. 

. 8.  4.  57.  | Bad. 

29.  4.  57.  | Bad. 

3“1.  8,  57.  ; Satisfactory, 

Hempnall, 

s 

2.  '3.  57.  ;;  Very  Good. 

i 

31.  '8.  57.  Goo d.  j 

Long  Stratton, 

2.  .3.  57.  Very  Good. 

31.  8,  57.-  ; Satisfactory. 

SP°3e. 

2.  3.  57.  Satisfactory.  "4 

27.  9.  57.  ! Good. 

18.10.  57.  1 Satisfactory, 

Appendix  XI 


(12) 


Effluent  Samples 

from  Housing  Sites 

Sev/age  Disposal  Yforks. 

s 

Name  of  Works . 

Date. 

- { 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Bressingham  Common. 

1.2.  3.  37. 
31.  8.  57. 

Very  Good, 

Very  Good. 

( 

j Bressingharh  School 

2.  3.  57. 

■ 31;  s;  57. 

1 

Very  Good. 

Good. 

* Brockdish. 

. 2...  3.  57. 

. 31.  8.  57. 

Reasonably  Satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 

Bunwell. 

' 

2.'  3.  57. 
31.  8/57. 



Rea.sonably  Satisfactory. 

Goo  d. 

Carle  ton  Rode. 

2.  3.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 

Very  Good.  J 

Good. 

1 

Persfield. 

• 

. 2.  .3.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 

Very  Good.  - 
Very  Good. 

; Porncett  St.  Peter. 

' 2.'  3.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 

r 

> Very  Good. 

Good.  ' - 

Filtton 

} 

2.  3.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 

~ t — 

.....  ,, 

Good, 

Reasonably  Satisfactory 

Pulham  Market,  '■ 

• 2.  3.  57. 
31.  8,  57. 

j 

Reasonably  Satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 

Pulham  St,  Mary. 

' — — - — — 

2.1  3.  57. 

31  . 8.  57. 

■ 

Good.  | 

Satisfactory. 

; Roydon, 

2.  3.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 

< 

Reasonably  Satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 

, Tacolneston. 

2.  3.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 

1 

Very  Good. 

Good, 

| Tasburgh. 

2.  3.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory. 

! Tharston  - Chequers  Road. 

2.  3.  57. 
3.1.  8.  57. 
27.  9.  57. 

1 

Good. 

Bad, 

Good. 

Thar s ton  - Porncett  Road. 

2.  3.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 

. i 

Good. 

Good. 

.'Tharston  - Highfiolda. 

2.  3.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 

Good. 

Satisf  actor:/. 

Thorpe  Abbot ts 

2.  3.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 

i ... 

Very  Good, 

Very  Good, 

•Bibenham. 

2.  3.  57. 

31.  8.  57. 

1 

Very  Good. 

Very  Good, 

Tivetshall, 

2.  3.  57. 

31.  6.  57. 

• 

i 

Very  Good. 

Very  Good. 

Tivetshall  - Nr.  Star. 

2.  3.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 

Satisfactory, 

Good. 

jWortwell. 

2.  3.  57. 
29.  4.  57. 
31.  8.  57. 
27.  9.  57. 

Bad. 

Reasonably  Satisfactory. 
Poor. 

Satisf  actor:/. 

